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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS:OEXC, UR, ER 

SUBJ: PROPOSAL FOR US-USSR COMMISSION ON TEACHING OF 
ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN LANGUAGES 

1 . AT AN OCTOBER 1 1 SCHOLARLY MEETING IN THE US ON 
TEACHING RUSSIAN, V. G. KOSTOMAROV, DIRECTOR OF THE PUSHKIN 
INSTITUTE EOR THE RUSSIAN LANGUAGE, RAISED INFORMALLY WITH 
A DEPARTMENT OFFICER A PROPOSAL FOR A US-USSR COMMISSION ON 
THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN, MODELED AFTER THE 
FRANCO-SOVIET COMMISSION FOR TEACHING FRENCH AND RUSSIAN. 
THE COMMISSION COULD CONCERN ITSELF WITH SUCH MATTERS AS 
EXCHANGES OF LANGUAGE STUDENTS AND TEACHERS, METHODOLOGY 
OF TEACHING ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN, ADVICE ON PREPARING TEXT- 
BOOKS AND MANUALS, AND FACILITATION OF INSTRUCTIONAL 

COURSES ON TV. KOSTOMAROV CITED THESE AS EXAMPLES WHICH HE 
NOTED HAD BEEN DISCUSSED BY FRANCO-SOVIET COMMISSION. 
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2. EMBASSY PARIS IS REQUESTED TO REPORT ANY INFORMATION 
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FRENCH MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE ON WORK OE ERANCO-SOVIET 
COMMISSION, ITS MEMBERSHIP, AND ERENCH ASSESSMENT OE COM- 
MISSION'S UTILITY AND EFEECTIVENESS. 

3. DEPARTMENT RECOGNIZES THAT OPPORTUNITIES EOR USG TO 

ENCOURAGE LANGUAGE STUDY IN US ARE NOT AS BROAD AS THOSE 

OE SOVIET OR ERENCH GOVERNMENTS. THIS PROPOSAL MAY HOWEVER 
BE RAISED AT UPCOMING US-USSR REVIEW TALKS ON EXCHANGES IN 

EARLY DECEMBER,AND IN THIS CONTEXT ANY RELEVANT INFORMATION 
WOULD BE USEEUL. 

4. MEMCON BEING POUCHED. INGERSOLL 
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